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A true, exa&, and ſober Account 
Ot the 


Scotch PLOT - 


For which many Worthy Officers 
were diſmiſſed their Commands, 
and caſhiered the Army. 
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By F.B. one of the then Caſhiered Of- 


ficers, who yet remains an arrant E- 


nemy to Tyranny,whether in one 
or many ;anda dearly loving 
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He that juſtifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the 
juſt, even they bath are abomination to the Lord, Prov, 


I7. I'5, 
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To all the Faithful and VVelLaffeted 
_ to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and its 
Friends,n England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. 


Gentl. Friends, and fellow-Souldiers : 


Ime ought to have a high eſteem put upon it for 

| divers Reaſons; and among the reſt, tor this,that 

| our Bleſſed God by it, diſcovers and makes bare 
both perſons and things, : and this ſhouldteach us {o- 
briery and moderation, not to prejudge or paſs ſentence 
on either, before our time, Moſt men judge accord- 
ing to the ſorrow of the night, and then they muſt ci- | 
ther judge their own judgments with ſhaune, or perſiſt 
1mpenitently-( which is worſe ) when rhe joy of the 
morning coms. +Nor is this the failer of the Enemies 
of God and his people only ; no, Eliphaz the Temantte, 
and his two fellow-viſiters, the friends of both, may be 
(and too oft arc) guilty hereof. And in ſuch a caſe there 
15 nothing conſolatory to the lovers of truth,burt to con- 
{ider that Jobs prayers muſt perfume their offcrings,and 
make them acceptable, I could have been well conrenc 
to have kept out of the throng and preſs at this timezbut 


underſtanding from eminently honeſt Officers of theAg- 


my,that the Spirit that did, doth, and will ler, till it be 
taken out ofthe way(a ſad ſight at this time of day,and 
that which moſt afflidts their beſt Friends) that when 
they impeach rhemſfclves tor Apoſtacic,and decry their 
own backſlidings, they ſtill retain their grutch againſt 
them that retuled to go back to.Egypt with them 5 and 

A 2 initcad 


inſtead of taking them into their boſogs, do backbite, 


ſecretly malign, and jn a corner juftifie their 'unjuſt and. 


unreafonable proceeds againſt them: This truly, and 


nought ele, occaſioned theſe , that I-might nor be a 


ſilent conſenter to, and cohtfirmer of«thoſc .unchriſtian 


reproaches my fellow-ſufferers and my ſelf do yer lie 


undcr, As alſo conſidering how our innocencie aud in- 
tegrity to Gol and our Country was publikely trod 
upon, and madea ſtep to mount the late ( and I hope 
the laſt) Tyrant higher 3 I thought ir meer, in ail hu- 
mility, to make our Vindication, as large as was, Or is, 
our Detamation, Aud ticrefore {or the informing our 
Fricn-is, and unceceiving ot all, accept this npyanry,| 
accou'ii 0: that which was called the Scoich Plot 3 and 
do nercin Appeal toall, or any of the Court-Marrtial 
that ſarvas ſndzes ( whom I deſire to forgive, and for 
avimoicies ſake ſhall nur nominate ) whether I deal 
partialiy,Gr more reſpectfully ro my fclf and fellow- 
ſufferers, tl.en the truth of the Caſe will carry. 

Being at Aberdeen the beginning of Dec. x65 4 undcr 
that truly Honorable Major Gen. Overtoz, I did per- 
ceive an eminent diſſatisfaftion upon the Spirirs of 
molt of the Souldicry in the Nortin of Srotlang; and ha- 
ving no Ic{s my ſelf, there was trequent nicetings a- 
mong the Officers ( at moſt, if not all ot which,I was ) 
to ſeek God for dirction, how to behave our ſelves, 
And truly, ic was more and more given in u 
all our hearts, that we had dceply Apoſtatized 
from God, and from his Cauſe, and that it was a duty 
incumbent upon us, to endeavour the recovery of ir ard 
us ; which we earneſtly begg'd oft God we miygntdo in 
a moſt Chriſtian procedure ; andthcretore becaulc 
we conſidered we were not infallible, but might meet 
with conviction z VWe deſired leave of our Major- Gen, 

in 


Gp —<_ 


Gy - 


iti drorderly way, toſend Lenters to the: ſeveral Regi-- 


ments in Scotland, that ſome of our Frietids might meet 
with. us, to convince or adviſeusz having —_— 


- more in oureye, then thatiit we found the ſame difſari(- 


tation upon their Spirits alſo, we might together- a- 
gree ina Petitionary way,to get it removed, The Ma- 
jor Gen, giving us leave according to our defire, this 
following Letter word for word was writ, ſubſcribed 
by ſeven or eight with my felf, and fent away to the (e- 
veral Regiments, direfted to one Officer or other in 
each Regiment to be communicated, ( v1z. ) 


Dearly Beloved Brethren : 


"He moſt high God hath ſet it apon our hearts, and we 
judge it ought never to be forgotten by w, the eminent 
mercies and delfuerances the Lord of Hoſts hath made 1 

Subjefs of, and Inſtruments in z Hehath call 4 forth 17: 

our generations to aſſert the Freedame of the People in the Pr!- 

vuiledges of Parliament , for which have been expended vaſt 
treaſures, ſpilt much blood, put up into Heaven many prayerss 
powred out tears,and ſent down x ar. tz many ſignal ſal- 
vations : Foy the accompliſhment of which end, there lies upon 
us many Vons, Declaratiozs, and Solemx Appeals tothe moſt 
High. Now the price of all that Blood and Treaſure, the ax- 
ſwer of all thofe Prayers, the account of thoſe ſears,the im- 
provement of thoſe ſaluations , the performances of all theſe 
Vows, and Declarations, and the Vindication of our ſincerity 
74 thoſe Appeals to God and the People, calls aloud upon us ſe- 
riouſly to confider whether we may quietly fr down ſatu fied with 
the preſent ſtate of Publike Aﬀatrs, and wth confort look the 
King of terrors un the face, as having obtained our end, and 


| faubfully ſeru'd our generations! Or whether ( except we 


do ſomewhat mare ) the guilt of that Blood, the breach of Vows 

and truſt, the Prayers and Cries of Saints, and the Hypocriſies 

of our Profeſſions will xot lie heavie upon our Baazes, Conſt ier= 
and. 


ces and Eſtates, till we return to the duft, and afterwards fink 
as to the bottomleſ} pit, We being therefore preſſed in our Spt= 
rits, do defpre a meeting with you, or whom you ſhall appoint, to 
the end aforeſaid. If aſerſe arſwerable to ours be not upon 
your hearts, and that you ſlight this Addreſi, yet we ſball have 
comfort in this , that in ſo much we have diſcharged our duty 
towards you. We remain, | 
Aberdeen 18 Deccmb., Your fairhful and affe- 
I654. Poſiſcripr. Rionate friends, 
The place appointed to meet at, is the Green Dragon 
in Canny-gate at Edenburgh, by 4 hours in the evening, 
on the % of January. Inquire for John Loveland, 
However any did judge both of chis Letter aud us, I do ap- 
pzal to the Conſciences of all unbyaſſed men that read icy, whe- 
ther there's any one fillable in ir, that is inconſiſtent with Chri- 
Rianiry, and what was then our duty, | 
This Lercer being ſent away) thoſe that ſubſcribed it provided 
for their journy to Edinburgh, the 29 of the ſame Decemb. Ar 
which time the Major Gen. gave my ſelf and one more firit 
command to go to Gen. Mort then at Dalkeith, and to give him 
a true account of the Cauſe and intent of our meeting ; Which 
accordingly had been done, bur the 28 we were apprehended 
and kept cloſe priſoners at Dundee, from whence we were after 
tranſmicted to the Marſhal General at Edenburgh, where we 
were kept under lock and key, being denied the favour afforded 
10 publike Enemies then ptiſoners in the ſame place; where we 
continued till the 12 of Feb. all thattime, no art nor diligence 
was neglected to find out matcer to accuſe us with :, But our 
moſt high God ( whom no goals could exclude ) did muzzle eve- 
ry mouth ; and though witneſſes were ſought, yet (magnified be 
eternal Mercy ) none were found. Then did our Gen. fork. 
commiſſion ſome Officers to examine us upon Oath againſt our 
ſelves,a molt illegal and inhumane kind of dealing, and one of 
theſe things we jeoparded and loſt our Bloods againft, What 
threats and brow-beatrs ſome refuſers.had) its good to forger. The 
16, 17,4nd 18. the Court-Marſhal fat, and judged the Letrer 
fi&ious and ſedirious, and therevpon proceeded againſt my fel- 
low ſuffzrecs and my ſelf, diſmiſſed us all of our Commands. I 
hall not enumerace their carriage towards us after - Sentence, 
al- 


(s) 
by.the ſence they gave of ſome of ns, it would aftoniſh 
the Reader how ſo favourable a ſenſe and hard a ſentence could 
ſtand rogether. How after our diſmiſſion, we were ſome of us 
recommutted, and our Paroles refaſed, ro tranſmir us neerer our 
Relations co ſome Engliſh Priſons : how at length, when out, 
we were in 2 days t n» and hnrried at pleaſure, our wives 
and ſervants kept from us, and not ſuffered to write nor to ſpeak 
wich any one breathing bur the Mr. of our bonds. Ifay, our 
thoughts are berrer of them that were thus bad ro us ; and Ido 
from my whole heart forgive every inſtrument, that then anſwe- 
red every.nod and beck of the Tyrant, becauſe I think they did 
ic ignorancly : yer alſo would I be glad, and thouſands with 
mezto ſee their repentance bear a tru2 proportion to theif Apo- 
facyz then would theſe Gally names of Levellers be left off,and 
they themſelves would wipe off the odiam they ſecretly faſten 
on us yet : Which) as I ſaid, is the prime intent of publiſhing | 
theſe. And now I do upon the whole beſeech every diſcernin 
eye>to ſee wherein we were worthy of ſuch bicter uſage, ar 
wharReaſon there is to retain ſuch a private ſtock of ſpleengfince 
they themſelves are now come in pretence (and I humbly ho 
in reality ) to aſſert the ſame things we then thicſted after , and 
do now blels God andthem for. Liberty now looks up,and ſure- 
ly ſhall never hang its head ag#n;the ReſurreRion is come,and 
> > Grave-cloaths are caſting off ; I therefore deſire to truſt him 
to finiſh,who hath _ begun theO/4 work to his glory,and the 
perfeing Liberty ; Liberty, honeſt, juſt, and common to every 
Engliſh-man, - Now that we were thus caſt out of the Army,is 
obvious enough» and I think ſo far from being any obj:&ion or 
Argument againſt us, that ir may rather be marter of mourning 
to ( GTIny by a Law be a fin of a leſſer magni- 
tude, theri one againſt ir ) then of any juſt exception againſt us: - 
For I cann't beleeve ir to be an article in their Creed, that thac 
which is vice in others, is vertue in themſelves ; becauſe 
vercue is not divers, but in perfeR unioti in every owner of it ; 
and the Junior Brother may with as much equity conſpire to ' 
cut the thtoat of rhe Elder, for being born before him ; as the 
Army enyy our proceeds ,, becauſe they were previous to their ' 
own : *ris not a [2 me ſee the Sun an hour before anothery 
why ſhould his ſleep make me wink alſo ? Senſe of the Com- - 
monneal awakens mes Whillt humor or ſel{-incereR — mr | 
ther-" 


24 
thef drow : yeerruly this 'I'fh Unmrhagd yer | dmg for 
awakening Fi char foved his ler beleeve,not 
would The cnderftood, that this Di ſeisE , forchen 


Tithe Ou utd be judgment, and wt che generation 
rn in thar irs. Ee eoerinmre Fi 


2116 ont the Ktmy for-cheir late rranfa&s ;'nor « can chey well 
be praiſed roo mudtifor owning of ch e Principles ; as 
oruche orher hang,1 cannor call him prudent; that accounts chetn 
all fot ſuch ; tis mercy char there are ſo. many, and would be | 
Jultife i if there were no others, For they tay ro ftrive to heat 
the deadly wound j or, which Suofrpy | make'another; theſe 
are friends to ought but freedorf, and will drive'as fierce ro a 
ſecond, ag they did ro their firſt Apoſtacie:: and If undertake to 
warranc(Ipray Imay repent this raſhnes)thatOlgerchy willnext 
be excolled by theſe, as_the beſt and only co_—_ for is 
Narion, ſo that by ſowing new Hoch! into bra ya ir 

2n4 godly men intowicked and ungodly plac J hey nad ir 
Out tent the worſe : and thiis by making the r00 nafrow 

for the foor, will Aill diſeaſe the obedleh.” The Prite 
conjunction of Friends, ought not to indulge or incoprage theix 


ſiniſter atrempts. For "Os nor perſons bur rhings\ we all are 
Ford of; and except we are put into what God an nature freely 
offers ( viz, ) a capacity neither to oppreſs nor be opprefied, we 
disjoyn again;& u{tforr is rather to be feared as favour- 
ed, whether our God will honout us with another opporcunity 
to heal the Nations. 

Fhave noching more to add, then.to begg as 1 began, ro have 


a care of judging ; for I forelee thar ſome will edict this, asif 
we were ſneaking and chus pitifully begging our Commands a- 
gain, then which there's nothing more abhorred. For as we 
date not deny che ſerving God and our: generations | when call'd 
thereto, ; fo neither can we club wich, or fo our Ihpe relt 29 
5ny ather, then what's the common concer 14 the 
fore the Queſtion is not, Whether we hall or AY we 3 
accept 'of our Commands z for we ſhould berray our Principles 
ſhouldwe come in 0Þ ay ochet terms if we it ; and 1 need 
not craye A credirfromihe moſt complohn. v ng. th Z 
rrye Common-wealths-man can neicher be creacbexous 
of, of oebet,eacepe I could ima 3810s, there, Wero A, repo 
ſo go y Ignorant, as to call Nook. of Rkdight. 
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